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For the Great World Champion,
Darrell 0.Pace,and all archers
who set their sights on him

The year is 1969. The place, valley Forge, U.
S.A. The occasion, the 25th World Archery Cham-
pionship. In the previous championship, in Holland,
Hardy Ward had to content himself with second
place after a hard fought contest with Ray Rogers.
But this time, Ward was on home ground, the
historical Valley Forge, where George Washington
had set up headquarters and fought during the
Revolutionary War. There, Ward defeated John
Williams and became the world champion. In the
same year, my archery life began. But at that time,
the Great World Champion Darrell Pace had not yet
gripped a bow.

Darrell Pace was born in Cincinnati, Ohio,
on October 23, 1956. His encounter with archery
came about by chance on May 2, 1970, thanks to a
“Two for one”his father had. But even he was not a
champion from the beginning. The 1971 World
Championship at York and then the 1972 Munich
Olympics—the laurels for those two events went to
the 17-year-old John Williams, who had suffered
that bitter defeat at Valley Forge.

Darrell’s first appearance on the world scene
was in 1973 at the Grenoble World Championship.
Everyone was expecting John Williams to win
again, but he was defeated in the national tryout,
and immediately afterward announced that he
would turn professional. In that way, Darrell nar-
rowly passed the tryout at the tail end, and at 16 he
became America’s representative. Strangely enough,
the Grenoble Championship was my first chance to
participate in world competition too, and it was

there that I met Darrell for the first time. What a
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contest that was! With no real stars participating,
and with the worst weather in the history of the
championship so that the event was cut short, it was
unprecedented. We did our best, but Lady Luck was
elsewhere. Most of the archers, including me in 12th
place, didn’t notice Darrell in 23rd place who
managed only 1000 and 1054 points.

But...before two months had passed, this
same Darrell, shooting 1252 at the U.S. National
Championship to come within 16 points of the
world record, attained his first National. After that
there was no stopping him. In 1974, 1291 points. In
1975, 1316 points. First place in the Interlaken
World Championship. At the Montreal Olympics in
1976, first place. In the World Field in Geneva in
1978, first place. In 1979, 1341 points. In the Berlin
World Chanpionship, first place. The Los Angeles
Olympics in 1984, first place. He just kept breaking
his own world records, getting all the glory and
honor for himself. Darrell Pace - he was the world of
archery.

The second time I met Darrell he was 19. In
1976, the year of the Bicentennial celebration in the
U.S.A_, the 92nd U.S. National Championship was
held at Valley Forge. Darrell not only dominated
the scene as “World Champion:” five days earlier he
had already clinched the title of “Gold Medalist.”
That was when I had a real encounter with Darrell.
At that time, the “hinomaru™ or Japanese rising sun
was painted on my arrows as a crest. Maybe Darrell
was interested in ‘that, because he came over to the
target where 1 was checking my score. Without a

word, without even asking, he snatched an arrow
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from my quiver. Examining it, he muttered, “Paint-
ed!” and walked away. This marked the beginning
of my association with this proud exhibitionist,
Darrell. Almost every year we see each other, but the
fact is that Darrell and I are not friends. Considering
that encounter at the target, it is unlikely that we
should be friends. But more than that, he is just too
much the champion; he is too great.

Everything about him—his pride, his
thought, his attitude, his speech and behavior, his
way of life—besides his talent, his strong, dauntless
form, his scores—all of these have led to his being
called a “shooting machine.” Such a person can be
tolerated only because he is every inch a champion.
Yet he is not the ordinary kind of champion. That is
why Darrell Pace is the idol and the ideal for me and
for all archers.

Rick McKinney is a champion of the same
era as Darrell; he is also a friend of mine. Not only
because of his performance but also because of his
personality and character, he is well known and
respected by many archers. Thanks to him, we
archers came to feel that a champion is someone we
could get close to or get to know. Through this
closeness, we also discoverd that he is human and
has imperfection. In contrast, Darrell Pace has
always seemed to exist above the clouds somewhere,
with a clear distinction between him and us. It is
almost as if he were a god.

The 1988 Seoul Olympics was the third time
Darrell went for the Gold Medal. In the qualifier he
was in 19th place with 1257 points, In the quarter-

finals he jumped to first place with 329. In the
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semifinals, however, with a score of 322, he was
defeated by just two points, giving him an overall
9th place. I am sure that I was not the only one who,
seeing the results, felt that Darrell’s reign was com-
ing to an end. The following year at the 1989
Lausanne World Championship, Darrell, whose
Single Round Total world record of 1341 points had
remained unbroken for ten years, was defeated by a
brand new instrument, the carbon arrow, and
became a has-been.

Even so, Darrell is taciturn. He has no inten-
tion of talking about his real world, a world beyond
our imagination, which he showed us for ten years
but which we can never hope to attain.That is why
I have decided to set my sights on him and to put in
writing now all that I have learned through him
about archery. It is my archery theory, but at the
same time it is a testimony to Darrell’s greatness.

I am thankful from the bottom of my heart
that I lived at the same time as the Great World
Champion, Darrell Pace, and stood at the same
shooting line. In addition, I hope with all my heart
that in the future other archers as wonderful as he
will be born. With this in mind, I dedicate this to the
new generation of archers.

KAMEI Takashi
2nd Place, 29th Canberra World
Championship, 1977
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